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75th IFFMH opens its anniversary edition with the German premiere of ›My Notes on Mars‹ and a keynote address by Heribert Prantl

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Press release – Mannheim, 6 November 2026
[bookmark: _heading=h.dpjlmv3efce2]
A sold-out cinema and a forward-looking theme: guided by the slogan for this year’s festival, “Imagine Futures!”, the International Film Festival Mannheim-Heidelberg held the gala opening of its 75th edition at the Cineplex Mannheim last night, with a multitude of guests from the worlds of arts, politics and business in attendance. At the opening ceremony, Dr Hans J. Reiter, Ministerial Director at the Baden-Württemberg Ministry of Science, Research and the Arts, was joined by Mannheim’s mayor, Christian Specht; Heidelberg’s mayor, Prof. Dr Eckart Würzner; and Festival Director Dr Sascha Keilholz. Numerous German and international film guests attending the festival had also accepted the invitation. 
In his keynote address, the noted journalist and publicist Prof. Heribert Prantl emphasised the need for democracy to remain resilient at a time when the far right poses a threat. He appealed to the forward-looking and unifying power of hope, as the issue, he said, is not which future people should tolerate, but which future they want to have. That is why hope holds our society together. In this context, he stressed how vitally important the arts are to a democratic society, making reference to Carlo Schmid, one of the most significant intellectuals of the early Federal Republic, a Member of the Bundestag representing the Mannheim constituency and a great supporter of the Mannheim Film Festival. The arts create spaces where change originates. The decisive moment is always here and now – including, and indeed especially, at the film festival.
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The grand opening ceremony of the 75th IFFMH in Auditorium 10 of Cineplex Mannheim © Narmo
The opening film, too, focused entirely on the prospects of individuals and humanity for the future. In her first English-language film, ›My Notes on Mars‹, Hungarian director Lili Horvát, who attended the opening along with her producer, Dóra Csernátony, actor Ed Cantu and actress Elisabeth Lande, tells the story, part romance and part science fiction, of a couple who grow apart but may yet find their way back to each other. At the centre of this complex psychological drama is Margot (Mackenzie Davis), an astrophysicist who disappears while hiking in the mountains and reappears, of all places, at a memorial service held in her honour – with no memory of her life before that point, except for her research on Mars. While she struggles to navigate a reality that has become alien to her, her husband, Sam (Rupert Friend), sees her return as an opportunity to rekindle their relationship. 
Those unable to attend the Opening Night will have two more chances to see the opening film: on 6 November it will be screened at the Luxor Filmpalast in Heidelberg, and on 12 November there will be a repeat screening at the Cineplex in Mannheim.
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At the opening of the 75th International Film Festival Mannheim-Heidelberg (left to right): NAME +++ NAME +++ NAME  © Narmo
Cinematic highlights and international guests
Between now and 15 November, festival-goers can enjoy 80 films from 50 countries, including 19 German premieres, in the main programme. The festival is also once again welcoming a host of international guests from the world of cinema to its venues in Mannheim and Heidelberg.
[bookmark: _heading=h.jdy824ligllr][bookmark: _heading=h.4idvrxksmwey]The ON THE RISE competition is once again showcasing 16 outstanding first and second films by talented international directors, including the world premiere of the Bolivian entry ›Pianoman‹. This year, the geographical scope ranges from Germany to Denmark, France, Georgia, Greece, Japan, Brazil, Australia, Hong Kong, South Korea, Canada and finally the United States, which has two entries in the competition.
[bookmark: _heading=h.t45pev1e39aw][bookmark: _heading=h.8zib0ufeptfe]The notable German premieres in the other sections include ›Moulin‹ by Oscar-winner László Nemes. This unflinching historical drama portrays French Resistance leader Jean Moulin and his interrogation by Gestapo chief Klaus Barbie. Lars Eidinger, who plays Barbie, will be at the cinema on 13 November for a Q&A session with the audience. Rob Burnett, director of ›In Memoriam‹, will also be attending the festival. This star-studded dramedy centres on the tragicomic attempt by an egocentric, terminally ill actor to be included in a video honouring Hollywood legends at the upcoming Oscars. In addition, director and actor Fabian Stumm will be attending with his anthology film ›Die Ideen‹, accompanied by actress Marie-Lou Sellem, actor Hans Löw and actress Romina Küper. Stumm’s film is a witty and light-hearted look at life’s ups and downs, both big and small, amid heartbreak, financial worries and personal crises.
[bookmark: _heading=h.yd1qd3ru8z7d]Other highlights of the programme, for which the IFFMH is welcoming guests, include: ›You Don’t Belong Here‹ by Florin Șerban, a major winner at Locarno, for which actor Teodor Butănescu will be attending; ›I Can’t Say No to Myself‹ by Israeli director Hadas Ben Aroya, who will be attending in person; and the quirky Georgian tragicomedy ›Guria‹, for which screenwriter Georgi Kekelidze and lead actor Kakhaber Tcholadze are expected to attend. For the Iranian entry ›A Bit of Light‹, the festival will welcome director Ali Asgari, and for the Palestinian drama ›Conversation with the Sea‹ by director Mouayad Alyan, actresses Bahira Ablassi and Rebecca Esmeralda Telhami will be in attendance. Director Isabelle Stever and screenwriter Anna Melikova are expected to attend for the film ›I Rarely Wake Up Dreaming‹, produced by Tom Tykwer and Uwe Schott. Director Sophie Heldman will be among those attending for the period drama ›The Education of Jane Cumming‹, which is based on historical fact. Meanwhile, the directing team Edd Benda and Stephen Helstad will be attending to present their black comedy ›Chili Finger‹. Aenne Schwarz, who plays the lead role in Ann Oren’s visually and thematically striking study of society, ›Objet a‹, and also appears in Fabian Stumm’s ›Die Ideen‹, will also be at the 75th IFFMH.

[bookmark: _heading=h.9iwudslumwlb]
[bookmark: _heading=h.mv4a2udjk7f3]The 75th IFFMH is taking place from 5 to 15 November 2026.
[bookmark: _heading=h.i3uvrffw2vgf]The complete schedule is available online at iffmh.de/programme	Comment by Mike Pilewski: Auf der englischen Seite auf der Website steht aus Versehen noch „73rd“ statt „75th“.
Tickets are available online on the programme page or via the ticket shop, as well as at the box office and evening ticket office.


Images	Comment by Mike Pilewski: In der deutschen Fassung der PM steht der falsche Link: zur 74. Ausgabe statt zur 75.
You can download images via the “press material” section of our website:
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/fwvm1c69mfxwe5k2tmnq8/AD-XBPm7MahyKeNle8HH5hQ?rlkey=3vmgbtsyboj9gxmplpq7zf5cu&st=4f7g8ryo&dl=0

About the IFFMH
With “New Film Experience” as its credo, the IFFMH has been venturing new, interdisciplinary perspectives on and through the art of film since 1952. This makes it the longest-running film festival in Germany after the Berlinale, and it continues to be a major platform for cultural, social and political dialogue. With each subsequent edition, the IFFMH, as a festival for the public in cinemas, invites festivalgoers to discover the rising stars of the international film scene as well as to follow the careers of established filmmakers and to become more familiar with film in the context of other art forms. 

Media inquiries:
Rebecca Raab
Head of Communications
e-mail: rebecca.raab@iffmh.de
Tel. +49 621 489262 22
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The festival wishes to thank its sponsors and partners.
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